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Gripping true tale how of men who patrolled by dogsleds a stark 500-mile stretch of Greenland

fought capture or death by outwitting and outlasting the Nazis.
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"The Sledge Patrol" is set in eastern Greenland during World War 2. Yes, that conflict even

extended to the remote Danish colony. Greenland was strategic because weather patterns for

Western Europe and surrounding waters form there. This was of obvious and vital interest to the

American, British and German navies. Early in the War, the Danish colonial weather stations had

broadcast reports "in the clear". Anyone, including the Germans could pick them up. Two critical

events take place: Eske Brun, the Danish colonial head decides he had the power to resist German

interest in his territory- and formed the Greenland Army with a force of 9 men. Then the Danish

weather reports are sent in cipher so that the German navy can no longer eavesdrop. The Germans

land a force to establish their own weather station. This the background to SP. What follows is

almost as much a tale of personal honor and battling/surviving the Arctic elements than of military

action. There is much dashing to and fro on sledges (dog sleds) to the point where this reader lost

track of who was going where. The sides vie to avoid each other more than to engage in combat.



And since there is minimal fighting and hence no real "bad guys", I found myself losing track of who

was on which side. In fact, most of the men on both sides appear as nice, solid guys. The ending is

almost academic. Readers will receive an excellent sense of the fierce and beautiful Greenland

geography and Eskimo tradition. Mr.Howarth is an excellent writer and interest in his books appears

to be going through a well-deserved revival. But one has to be cautious in recommending SP. It is

simply too hard to keep track of the action. Furthermore, the maps are inadequate, adding to the

confusion.
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